
Annual General Meeting

The Association's Annual General Meeting will take place on Thursday 
11th November in Kendal Town Hall starting at 7:00 pm.  All members 

are invited to attend.  As well as the formal business of electing officers and 
reporting on KRA's activities and finances, short presentations will be given 
by individuals and groups who have taken part in twinning visits over the last 
year. 

Once again we are very grateful to the 
twinning group in Rinteln who have 

generously funded three Kendal students (and 
three Polish students) to take part in the 
Rinteln Summer School.  Flights, transfers, 
accommodation, fees and pocket money were 
all provided.

The report in the Schaumburger Zeitung 
summed up the boys’ enthusiasm and shows 
how warmly they were welcomed. Here are 
parts of the article:
“The young students from England are 'very 
happy' and in particular they value 'the 
friendship of the Germans and the fantastic 
weather…..'  The boys said it was a great 
experience to be able to stay in a German town 
for a week.  So: seven days of study, sport and 
leisure!  And unlike in England they are 
allowed the occasional beer in the pub in the 
evening…… For the young German students 
the presence of the foreign students is a great 
advantage.  They have  great respect for the 
fact that the boys have the courage to speak in 
the seminars….. Meanwhile the six young 
people have become mini-celebrities: open, 
curious and therefore always surrounded by a 
crowd.”

Andrew Wilkinson is going on to study 

languages as are Lucy Forsyth and Beckie 
Palfreyman, who went to the Summer School 
last year.  Daniel Crompton and Daniel Plant 
are preparing to take A level German.

From Bangor University Andrew writes:

“As for opinions of the Sommeruni.. I think it 
was immensely beneficial.  It kind of prepared 
me a little for the level of language  I was 
expected to reach in the next few years. The 
friends I made really made it fantastic too! We 
still Skype* often and they will make  plans to 
come to us next year. “

Vielen Dank!

Julie Scattergood, Head of Modern Languages, 
Queen Katherine School 

*Internet phone/video communication
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WOSP/ Lebeshilfe Twinning 2010

The links between WOSP and Lebenshilfe 
continue to strengthen, with what has now 

become an annual exchange,  At the end of 
July a group of nine adults from Rinteln 
Lebenshilfe came with three staff helpers, and 
the teenage son of one helper, to spend a week 
in Kendal.  They stayed in two adjoining 
holiday cottages in Whinfell hamlet, a 
situation which they were delighted with. 
Many of the group were familiar faces with 
just a couple of newcomers.

The first full day was a visit to Gretna Green, 
a place whose fame has spread as far as 
Rinteln.  They visited the museum at the Old 
Blacksmith's Shop, listened to the bagpiper, 
and purchased a truckload of tartan souvenirs. 
We drove back via Ullswater and Kirkstone 
Pass and they saw a corner of the Lakes they 
had not experienced on previous visits.

Monday was WOSP day, and they spent the 
day using the shop as a base from which to 
shop in town and visit cafes etc.  On Tuesday 
we visited Ford Park, at the invitation of 
Ulverston Day Services, who are keen to 
explore twinning opportunities with their own 

twin town.  We took part in a sports event at 
the sports centre there and participants from 
the Lebenshilfe, WOSP and Ford Park all 
received a medal at the end.

By special request, Wednesday was Blackpool 
day, the brave ones riding the Big One, others 
choosing to stroll the promenade and piers. 
The day was rounded off with fish and chips.

On Thursday the group chose to have a day at 
home in their holiday cottages joined by a few 
people from WOSP.  In the evening we had a 
party at Sandylands Church with 
entertainment provided by the Sunbeams 
musical group and we were honoured by a 
visit from the Mayor.  Friday saw the group 
out sailing on Windermere with Blackwell 
Sailing.  Despite the rain it was a great day 
and was rounded off by a meal at a cafe in 
Bowness.

Saturday came around too quickly.  The week 
had been a great success with discussions 
about our return visit next year taking place 
even before we had left the airport terminal on 
the day of their arrival!
Liz Cooke

WOSP and Lebenshilfe with a bagpiper at Gretna



English Language Group Visit

Kendal recently hosted a party from an English language evening class in Rinteln, 
comprising nine adults and their teacher, on a short visit.  Originally they had planned to 

visit Dublin but with some persuasion, and with the backing of Gunter Mücke, one of the group 
and  Dave's host in Rinteln, they decided to  come to Kendal instead.   Flying into Manchester 
late on Wednesday 8th September, they were brought by minibus to their accommodation at the 
Lyndhurst guest house (where the landlady is German!).  

After being welcomed on Thursday morning by Dave King and John Handley, they were put on 
the free bus to visit the Westmorland County Show, where they thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
something of local life and characters, on a thankfully warm and sunny day.  Thanks to the 
organisation of the KRA Committee, the group was able to visit the Mayor’s parlour and learn 
something of Kendal’s history, and whilst there received an invitation from the Mayor to join 
him for the pre-torchlight buffet meal in the Town Hall, and to see the procession from the 
grandstand outside.  A small gift of a Kendal map, mintcake and details in German of local 
tourist activities was also arranged for each member of the group.

Visits under their own steam were also made to Windermere, Keswick and to Rydal where some 
of the group made excursions onto the Fells, so the short 
holiday was very active. 

During the return flight Gunter was able to discuss the 
visit with the party and there was general agreement that it 
had been a great success – several of the group were 
considering joining the twinning association in Rinteln and 
hoped to return to Kendal in the future.
Dave King /  John Handley

Kendal – Rinteln Ladies Football Trip 29th July to 1st August 2010

Thursday 29th July - We left Kendal around 9am to catch our flight from Manchester to 
Hannover. Upon arrival we were met by Michael & Ulli and taken to the Youth Hostel in 

Rinteln. Our first evening was spent at a “Welcome Reception” held at the SCR (Sport Club 
Rinteln) where we met our hosts properly. Surprisingly, it was the young Ladies who were 
waiting for the “older” members of the party to return to the YH so they could enter and go to 
bed. 

Friday 30th July - Some Ladies found it difficult to come to terms with German food at 
breakfast, so most walked into Rinteln town centre. Graham missed breakfast as forgot to move 
his alarm on one hour !!!  Later in the morning, Ulli collected us and took us through Rinteln 
towards the Rathaus to meet the Mayor. Ulli explained the significance of some of the buildings 
and the Mayor gave us the history of Rinteln and details on the twinning with Kendal. 
Afterwards we had free time, so we enjoyed lunch in town square before going off in different 
directions.

Around 4pm we headed off through town to SCR for our match, and as we were dressed in our 
kit, plenty of people stopped to stare and asked us where we were from. We played against a 
Rinteln Select team and lost 2-1, however it was a very even match which we should have won, 
having created enough chances to do so. Amazed at the enormous pitch (bigger than Parkside 



Road) and there were a few tired legs by the end. After the match we enjoyed an evening meal in 
the club with the opposition and invited them over to Kendal next July.  The Ladies left SCR for 
a shower at YH and somehow managed to get themselves locked in the YH before meeting in 
the town square.

Saturday 31st July – Only the “older” ones appeared for breakfast and the morning was free to 
do individual activities. Midday we assembled and headed off through town to SCR for our 
second match against a team of U15 boys. Sadly lost again 5-0 (too many tired legs from 
yesterdays match or drink the night before !!!) However we did score an English goal (hit the 
bar, bounced in the goal and out again) and should have had a penalty. After lunch, Ulli took us 
to the swimming pool, before we returned to SCR for a barbeque with both opposing ladies and 
boys teams, plus various dignatories. Ulli decided we should have a Germany v England penalty 
shoot out, surprisingly England won !!! We introduced him to various drinking games.

Sunday 1st August - 5 made it for breakfast that morning, before we took taxis to Krankenhagen 
to watch a match involving some of the young Ladies we played against on Friday. We returned 
to SCR for lunch, before Ulli took us to his favourite Eiscafe. At 5pm we collected our gear, left 
Rinteln and said our goodbyes to Michael & Ulli.

Overall, we thought Rinteln was a beautiful town, very clean and we felt safe. There seemed 
more respect & pride for their town and we thought that the twinning means more to the people 
of Rinteln than those in Kendal. We were astonished at being front page news in the local 
newspaper the day after meeting the Mayor and playing their first match. We were also 
overwhelmed and humbled by the generosity and hospitality we received from various 
people/places and are slightly worried that we may struggle to reciprocate.

The sporting facilities available to the Germans are exceptional. No one plays and goes, the club 
is part of the community, and there doesn't seem to be the money orientated mindset that we 
appear to have here.  They play for fun, make friendship through football, have football for all 
ages, take ladies/girls football more seriously and have a greater respect for the referees and each 
other.  We were also shocked at being allowed to play on SCR pitch prior to an important men’s 
final.
The party – Kim Lupton, Katie Brown, Vicky Jones, Jenny Carradus, Michelle Raven, Nicola 
Martindale, Sam Moran, Brooke Kenny, Hannah Crosdale, Jo Thompson, Becca Knowles, Faye 
Armstrong, Lauren Downham, Graham Nicholson, Karen Crosdale, Dave Kenny, Malcolm & 
Jane Reekie.



Diary
October 14-17 Rinteln Fire Brigade band in Kendal - Concert at Queen Katherine School on 
Friday evening and playing at K Village on Saturday afternoon.

October 21   Committee Meeting

November 11  Annual General Meeting Town Hall 7:00 pm

Proposed visits for 2011

A Rinteln Youth Band is hoping to come to Kendal in the Summer

WOSP expect to continue their twinning links with a trip to Rinteln

Wattsfield FC play hosts for a return visit for Rinteln footballers

Position      
Chair - Richard Pealing      

Secretary - Frances Corrie  

Membership - Peter Corrie  

Treasurer - Stuart Bell  

Contacts
email    

chair@kendal-rinteln.co.uk

secretary@kendal-rinteln.co.uk

members@kendal-rinteln.co.uk

treasurer@kendalrinteln.co.uk  

Telephone      
01539 727304

01539 725857

01539 725857

01539 730477

Rinteln Students at WOSP

Three students who are studying to work with adults 
with learning disabilities in Germany, Nicola Kunze, 

Marc Rickenberg and Denise Semmler, recently spent 4 
weeks on work experience in Kendal.  They came as part 
of the Leonardo Project, a European Funded project which 
allows students to experience work in the field they are 
studying in other European countries. 

As well as seeing how the work is carried out it enables 
them to improve their language skills too.  Using WOSP as 
a base, they each spent a week at WOSP, Horticare and Whinfell Centres as well as 
visiting/working at Windmill, Sandgate Pool, Riverside Club and Social Services Offices.  

For three weeks they stayed with Ron Wood, and spent the last week 'fending for themselves' in 
a holiday cottage!  They all loved Kendal, and found the people friendly, Ron's hospitality 
wonderful, the work interesting if a little different to what they were used to at times, and all left 
promising to keep in touch.  For WOSP it was wonderful to have three such enthusiastic young 
people on placement and everyone who came into contact with them was delighted with their 
work.  A truly rewarding experience all round.
Liz Cooke

http://www.kendal-rinteln.co.uk
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