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KRA News January 2012
Thoughts from the Chair

ell here we are in 2012 and our 20th anniversary celebrations are nearly upon us. But first,
for those of you who weren’t able to get to the Annual General Meeting at the Town Hall in
November, I would just like to recap on all the activity that has taken place since our last
newsletter in July 2011.
Looking back on 2011, what strikes me most is the sheer variety of visits that have occurred, some
of which are pictured below. First there were twenty lady footballers from Rinteln taking part in a
three way football tournament with Kendal and Blackburn Rovers ladies in July. Then three sixth
form students from Queen Katherine School attended the Rinteln Summer University. In August
there were visits which were as varied as the Johannis Church and the Rinteln Philatelic Society to
Kendal and WOSP making their biannual visit to the Lebenshlife in Rinteln. In September a
small party from Kendal, which included the Mayor
Councillor Jonathan Brook and his wife, thoroughly
enjoyed their visit to the Annual Rinteln Wine Festival.
Finally in October a large party from Rinteln enjoyed
their visit to Kendal, a highlight of which on their first
night was the Oktoberfest concert at QKS.

Johannis Kirche, Rinteln at Stricklandgate
Methodist Church– August 2011

Above: the
Philatelists stop off
for refreshments

Women's football teams

Looking forward to 2012

It might be the year of the London Olympics and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, but here in
Kendal we are looking forward to our own celebrations in 2012 – the 20th anniversary of our
twinning link with Rinteln. What a year it promises to be! Already plans are well advanced for a
large party from Kendal to travel out to Rinteln to celebrate the anniversary at the annual Altstadt
Festival between 10 – 12 August, and then a party from Rinteln will be attending the Torchlight
Carnival in Kendal on 14 September, the exact anniversary of the signing of the twinning charter
back in 1992.

As you will see later in the newsletter we hope to take over 100 people to Rinteln in August.
Already signed up are the Kendal Concert Band for their fourth visit, the Westmorland Step and
Garland Dancers and a Kendal Boys U18 football team who have been invited to take part in a
three way football tournament with Rinteln and Slawno, their Polish twin town. All in all, it
promises to be a memorable weekend. The Kendal Concert Band is travelling by coach using the
Hull – Rotterdam ferry, others are thinking of flying from Manchester to Hanover and yet others
are looking to make their own way there by car. We would like as many people as possible to
attend and you have the opportunity to do this by filling in the slip at the end of the newsletter.
We are also holding a social event at Netherfield Cricket Club, Parkside Road on Friday 16th
March at 7.30pm when we hope to have a very informal evening with food, drink and music
giving everyone interested in twinning a chance to meet for a chat as well as tempting people
with short presentations on Rinteln and the Altstadt Festival trip in August 2012.
I hope to see you there and then meet up with everybody in Rinteln in August.
Best wishes, Richard Pealing
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Boys Football Team

e travelled to Rinteln in Early August 2011 to take part in a football tournament organised
by our friends SC Rinteln Football Club to celebrate their centenary. We arrived late
Wednesday night and got off to bed straight away in order to be rested and ready for the busy
days ahead.

On Thursday morning we enjoyed a visit to the Rathaus to meet the Mayor of Rinteln, Karl
Heinz Bucholz, enjoying light refreshements during a question and answer session on Rinteln.
We then had some free time while we all explored the town.

Then preparation of our first match. This was a great game which the Kendal team deservedly

won, and I feel the Germans were surprised to have lost as this was the first major win for the
Kendal team against the Rinteln. As you would expect the Rinteln team was very well drilled in
their formation and played a good passing game. The Kendal team was equally good with their
passing and excellent in their commitment.
The Rinteln club was very congratulatory after the game and told us that they had been taught a
lesson which they would learn from. After the game, food and drink was provided by SC Rinteln
(the Sports Club) and all the boys seem to get the chance to mingle and get to know each other,
departing later in the evening to enjoy the Rinteln night life.
The next day the boys were able to take advantage of the beautiful outdoor swimming complex
on the bank of the river Weser. We were incredibly lucky as yet again the weather was stunning
with temperatures in the high 30's C.
The second match was played again in very high spirits with both teams working really hard to
get the win they both wanted so much. Alas the SC Rinteln had learnt and Kendal were soundly
beaten. In the boys' defence most of the team had a very sore problem in the form of sunburn.
After the game we all enjoyed the local hospitality and the boys went into Rinteln with a large
section of the SC Rinteln team and had a wonderful night.
On our last day we enjoyed watching an under 18's football tournament hosted by SC Rinteln.
Teams were from the Bundesliga, Werder Bremen, Borussia Dortmund, Hannover 96 and St
Pauli, some really great entertainment.

All in all the trip was a great success, meeting old friends and making some new friends, playing
a little football and having a fantastic time.
Jane & Malcolm Reekie

TRIP TO THE RINTELN WINE FESTIVAL

On 29th September a group of KRA members set out from Manchester Airport to visit Rinteln.
The group was made up of Stuart Bell who did a brilliant job of making all the travel
arrangements, John and Anne Handley, David and Ann Moore, Dave King, Eva Hopwood,
Mayor Jonathan Brook, his wife Fiona and myself. Mike Middleton met us at the airport in
Hanover and delivered us to our hosts.

View towards Rinteln from Schaumburg

Some of us were renewing old acquaintances,
while others were meeting their hosts for the first
time. Friday morning dawned in spectacular
fashion. The weather was perfect – blue skies,
warm temperatures and beautiful autumn colours.
Our first day out started with a guided tour of
Schaumburg Castle – the view from the tower out
over the River Weser was amazing. From there,
Mike drove us to Hamlin where we were booked
in for a special English version of the Pied Piper’s
town tour. The Pied Piper is half American and his
commentary was very entertaining, if not a little
irreverent!

Having thoroughly enjoyed our walk round all the sights of Hamlin, we were ready to sample our
first German food and drink, a very worthwhile experience! Friday evening’s activities started
with the official reception at the Town Hall. Mayor KarlHeinz Buchholz welcomed us all and

expressed his continued support for the twinning of the
towns as well as his pleasure at being able to greet
Jonathan, the current Mayor of Kendal. He very kindly
invited us all (including hosts) to sample the delights of
the international wine festival being held on the market
square. We struggled to accept his hospitality but we
managed! Some of the party met old friends from
Rinteln and a very pleasant evening was had by all.

Saturday was left free so that we could take part in
activities organised by individual hosts. A lot us visited
The Pied Piper entertains
Buckeburg Castle which is quite close to Rinteln. As
my host, Merve, and I completed the guided tour of the castle, a huge hoedown was taking place
on the castle courtyard. It took about half an hour for the dancers to complete the dance, then
they returned to their decorated tractors lining the driveway where they consumed their (liquid)
picnics and then drove off to the next destination!

Someone has to drink it all!

This was not a show put on just for our
benefit but our first taste of the Harvest
Festival celebrations taking place all over the
region. After watching the dancing we went
to the Riding Stables which were brilliant. In
recent years the Riding School has been
brought back into use with frequent
demonstrations of riding prowess on the part
of the horses and their riders. Also on view
are lots of beautiful saddles as well as the
horses themselves whose pedigree is
explained on information boards.

Sunday was the last day of the visit and again our hosts arranged a variety of different outings,
Stuart and Dave King having the most exciting day with a trip to the Harz mountains about 150
kilometres away. Some of us spent a few hours soaking up the sunshine at the Gut Dankersen, a
farm where the local vintage farm machinery enthusiasts had organised a Harvest Festival
celebration. As expected, the cakes
were to die for and the beer went down
a treat too!! John and Anne went off
for a cycle ride along the Weser but we
all met up with Mike back in Rinteln
later in the afternoon so that he could
drive us to the airport.
All of us had a tremendous time thanks
to the generosity and hospitality of our
hosts. New friendships were forged
and old ones reinvigorated. I can’t wait
to return to Rinteln for the 20th
celebrations in August.
Diane Innes

At the Gut Dankersen harvest festival
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Rinteln Students’ Work Experience in Kendal

hree students, Svea, Lisa and Vera, in their early 20’s from the Lebenshilfe in Rinteln, were
on a work experience in Kendal from mid August to mid September 2011. The students are
on a three year course to care and support physically and mentally handicapped people in
Germany. The students are encouraged and expected to gain experience in the care of
handicapped people outside Germany. The most popular destinations are Holland and England.
The Kendal Rinteln Association, together with W.O.S.P. have facilitated and enabled a number of
students from Lebenshilfe to work in Kendal on their work experience.
The students usually work in Kendal for about a month. Each student is given a different
location that lasts for a week. An example: each student is expected to work at Horticare Kendal.
At Horticare the emphases are placed on encouraging handicapped people to learn and develop
gardening skills. At other locations the students take handicapped people for days out in the town
centre or for sailing trips on Windermere.
The students were full of praise for the treatment of handicapped people in Kendal. They all
admired the way handicapped people have a good time. They believed the quality of life for
handicapped people in Kendal is improved through social interaction, sport and fun. In Germany,
on the other hand, all handicapped people, even the most severe, are expected to contribute to the
cost of their upkeep, food and lodging by productive work. An example: handicapped people in
Germany would be expected in specially constructed work stations to package cosmetics. The
students from Rinteln are trained to aid handicapped people in their productive role. There is time
for fun but there is a definite emphasis on productive hard work.
So through the contacts established by W.O.S.P. and the Rinteln Twinning Association three
young students worked with handicapped people in Kendal and saw for themselves how we do
things here.
Ron Wood

INVITATION
Social Evening
Friday 16 March at 7.30pm
at Netherfield Cricket Club, Parkside Road, Kendal
Everyone is invited to an informal social evening to meet up with old friends,
meet new ones and listen to short presentations on Rinteln and the planned trip
to the Altstadt Festival in August 2012 to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the
twinning between Kendal and Rinteln.
There will be a small buffet and music provided by some members of the Kendal
Concert Band. Please come along and why not bring a friend who might be
interested in joining the Twinning Association.

www.kendal-rinteln.co.uk

Contacts
Position

Chair  Richard Pealing

Secretary  Frances Corrie

email

chair@kendalrinteln.co.uk

01539 727304

secretary@kendalrinteln.co.uk

01539 725857

treasurer@kendalrinteln.co.uk

01539 730477

Membership  Peter Corrie members@kendalrinteln.co.uk
Treasurer  Stuart Bell

Telephone

01539 725857

Rinteln Altstadtfest 2012

To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the twinning, there will be a visit to the Altstadfest in
Rinteln over the weekend of 10th12th August. Several groups have already planned to go,
including Kendal Concert Band, the Westmorland Step and Garland Dancers, and an Under18
boys football team. The Concert Band is taking a coach, and the Association is intending to take
another for individuals who would like to take part in the celebrations.

What is the Altstadtfest?
"The 35th holding of the popular Rinteln Altstadtfest takes place from 10 to 12 August 2012. In
the heart of the historic old town, it happens this weekend. There is singing and swinging in all
corners on various stages around the Nikolai Church tower. Whether rock or pop, oldies, jazz,
folk or country  everybody will find something to their taste in music. Clowning, acrobatics and
handson activities inspire young and old and create an inimitable Altstadfest atmosphere.
A festival of this kind is rare. Therefore, the Rintelners are proud of their Altstadtfest that has
become one of the largest openair parties in the region. On the church square you can admire
the artisans and crafts fair and find a nice souvenir to take home. For the very young visitors
the fantastic fairy tale king tells fantastic and exciting stories from around the world.
Dance, meet people, have fun  celebrate with us the old Rintelner Altstadtfest!"

(from the Rinteln Town website)

Rough costs for a coach trip are £200 + meals on the ferry. Visitors would be hosted where
possible, but anyone wishing to stay in a hotel or guesthouse could expect to pay around £120
for three nights B&B.
Of course people may wish to travel independently, by car or plane. Flights from Manchester to
Hanover or Paderborn cost around £130 return (this can vary significantly depending on day of
travel and when booked). The Association cannot make arangements for independent travellers,
but we can provide advice based on our previous experience.
If you are interested in going on this trip, or would like more information, please email or phone
one of the contacts shown above, or fill in and send the slip below to the Secretary.

I am/we are interested in the visit to the Altstadtfest in Rinteln around the weekend of 1012 August
2012 travelling by Coach / Independently (please delete as appropriate)
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________Post Code___________________
Telephone ______________________________ email ________________________________
Please send to Frances Corrie, Stoneycroft, 109 Serpentine Road, Kendal LA9 4PD

