
New Chair Elected
At the Annual General Meeting on 22 October 2009 Richard Pealing was elected as Chair of the 
Association in succession to Janette Dixon, who stood down after seven years at the helm.  Here he 
looks forward to 2010 and beyond.

I was very pleased to be elected as Chair of the Kendal Rinteln 
Association at the AGM in November 2009.  I would like to pay 

tribute to all the hard work and enthusiasm that Janette has put into 
the role over the past seven years.  I will certainly not be trying to 
replicate her unique style, but I am pleased that Janette has agreed 
to continue as a committee member and play an important part of 
KRA activities.

Looking forward to 2010, we are planning a general trip to Rinteln 
for the Maifest over the weekend of 6-9 May.  John Handley, Pat 
Towers and Liz Cooke have agreed to start planning the travel 
arrangements for the trip and we will be contacting all members to 
see who is interested in visiting Rinteln for what will be a very 
enjoyable weekend.  The Rinteln Feuerwehrkappelle (Fire Brigade Band ) are planning their first visit 
to Kendal in October and Jim Quincey has agreed to coordinate a programme of activity for their visit.

As well as the bi-annual Lebenshilfe visit to the WOSP’s this summer, we are hoping that further 
teacher (and perhaps pupil) exchanges will take place between Heron Hill and Vicarage Park primary 
schools and their respective twin schools in Rinteln.

All in all 2010 looks like being another busy year for the Association and I do hope that all members 
will be able to take part in at least one of the activities planned for the coming year.

Best wishes for 2010

Richard Pealing, Chair

Proposed visit to the Maifest 2010

As Richard mentioned above, we are planning a trip to the Maifest in Rinteln which will take place 
over the second full weekend of May.  The trip will be from 6th-9th May, travelling by plane and 
coach. Due to the fluctuating costs of flights, the costs have yet to be determined.  However, we expect 
the cost per person to be around £175.  If you are interested in going, please let John Handley 
know as soon as possible and in any event by 29th January, so that the flights can be booked.  

As usual, visitors will be hosted by our friends in Rinteln, but there is the option of hotel 
accommodation, at extra cost, should anyone prefer this.  All members of the Association will be 
welcomed on the trip,  particularly those who have not yet travelled to Rinteln. 

John Handley  telephone (01539) 722871  email johnhandley@bigfoot.com
(or send the form at the end of this newsletter)

Janette Dixon hands over the 
helm to Richard Pealing
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Kendal Concert Band travelled to Kendal’s 
twin town of Rinteln in Germany for four 

concerts in three days at the 32nd annual 
international Altstdtfest.  KCB were to be part of 
what was billed as ‘Three days, 22 bands, 70 
hours of live music together with fine summer 
weather — the optimum recipe for  a perfect 
festival.’

After an overnight 
journey via Hull - 
Rotterdam, the band 
arrived in Rinteln just 
before 3pm.  As the first 
concert was to be at 7pm 
it was a bit of a dash to 
unload the instruments 
and equipment into the 
nearby Jakobi Church, 
(closely associated with the United Reformed 
Church in Kendal),  check into the Stadt Kassell 
hotel, set up for a sound check and rehearsal, 
grab a quick bite, wash and brush up, change in 
to uniform ready for the performance at seven. 

This first concert was  a more formal programme of 
international music compared to what was to follow, 
with some audience members visibly moved, in 
particular by Peter Bayliss’s performance of  the slow 
movement from the Mozart Clarinet concerto, and 
Chris Stoneham’s solo Flugel Horn playing in 
Rodrigo’s  ‘Adagio’ from the Concerto de Aranjuez ( 
or as one wag in the band re-named it ‘the Orange 
juice ‘ concerto).  In a retiring collection in aid of 
church funds, Pastor Buitkamp was delighted with 
the 190 Euros received. ‘Three times more than he 
would expect at normal Sunday services!’ 

This first day was marred only by the unfortunate 
accident to one of the flute players who, on entering 
the church in the afternoon, lost her footing and 
ended up in the local hospital.  Fortunately KCB had 
on hand two doctors, a first responder and an Army 
medic.  The next day, Celia was operated on 
successfully and was in turn ‘cassevacced’ home and 
was in Kendal to greet us on our return on the 
Monday.  Our thanks go to the swift and expert 
surgeons and staff at Rinteln hospital.

FRIDAY MORNING.  After a good nights’ rest, 
helped in some cases by the local ‘brown 
lemonade’, the band boarded the ‘bus for the 
short journey to Hameln for a tour of the old 
town guided by none other than the Pied Piper 
himself!  A most entertaining experience! 

After a leisurely lunch in the sunshine and witnessing 
the hourly ‘Glockenspiel’ -  a re-enactment of the 

pied piper story in the 
town square, it was back 
to Rinteln for a few hours 
before the official 
opening of the festival at 
8pm.  During the 
ceremony the band 
Chairman read out a 
message of greeting from 
Kendal’s Mayor, Cllr. 

John Bateson, translated 
into German for the audience by ‘our man in Rinteln’ 
Mike Middleton. 

With a call of ‘bring on the dancing girls’ the next ten 
minutes saw a demonstration of traditional dances 
performed by a group from Slawno, Rinteln’s other 
twin town.  Then it was the turn of KCB, (on the 
programme erroneously billed as ‘Kendal Jazz 
Band’) again playing to a very appreciative audience, 
a different programme to the formal indoor concert 
and afterwards as guests of the Bugermeister and 
Rinteln twinning association for drinks  and nibbles 
in the old ‘Ratskeller’ .

SATURDAY. Band members, after the usual 
magnificent breakfast buffet, were delighted to find 
their picture on the front page of the local daily 
newspaper and after a relaxing morning of discovery 
and exploration, the band prepared themselves for 
the afternoon performance in the market place. 
Before them were not only the many visitors to the 
festival but a multitude of food and drink stalls as 
only a German festive occasion can provide.

Early evening saw the band gathered in the restaurant 
at the Hotel to celebrate the birthday of clarinettist 
Liz Bateman. Little did she know the band had wind 
(no pun intended) of this previously and had ordered 
a birthday cake from the hotel and was surprised by 

KENDAL CONCERT BAND
Visit to Rinteln, August 2009



strains of ‘Happy Birthday’ played by our Saxophone 
quartet (somebody dropped a hat! )  

Out in the town centre the Altstadfest continued and 
some of the more energetic, i.e. younger members 
explored the festivities and night life with great 
gusto. Some of the more ‘responsible’ (‘alleged’) and 
mature personnel managed to find themselves locked 
out of the hotel around midnight and despite calls for 
help up to lighted windows 
were completely ignored 
until, alerting a no doubt 
sleeping member of staff to 
open the door, they gained 
access and were able steer 
themselves up to bed. 
Photographs of the 
miscreants taken the next 
day can be obtained under 
plain cover from members.

SUNDAY.

After another feasting at the breakfast buffet and 
loading the coach the band took their leave of Rinteln 
but only to the nearby Doktorsee holiday resort, a 
lake side camping ground for hundreds of ardent 
continental campers and to set up outside one of 
several open air bar/restaurants/camp shops. Playing 

at first to somewhat bemused and bleary-eyed, 
mostly Dutch campers (who needs a full size wind 
band playing yards away from your caravan at 10 
AM on Sunday ??)  As the morning wore on a 
sizeable gathering forced open their eyes and enjoyed 
two hours of music in a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere.

The owners of the establishment had promised the 
band  a hot meal and drinks 
afterwards and so they were 
royally treated to a roast 
pork dinner any mother 
would have been proud to 
serve up to her family for 
Sunday lunch.

A tired but happy KCB then 
boarded the coach for 

Rotterdam and home. (Full marks to driver Roger for 
his sterling work during the trip). Once back in Hull 
we headed for York to ‘unload ‘our guest players 
from York Concert Band who were filling places of 
those KCB members not able to make the visit.

In all, a most enjoyable experience which left most 
participants asking “When’s the next one”
J A Quincey

email versus snail mail

To increase efficiency, and reduce costs, we would like to distribute the newsletter and other twinning 
information by email wherever possible.  If you are currently receiving these items by post, and would 
be happy to get them by email, please let me have your email address.  We will not use the email 
addresses for any other purposes, or distribute them to other organisations.        

treasurer@kendal-rinteln.co.uk             

Subscriptions

Subscriptions (£5 individuals/families, £10 corporate) are due for the period 1st October 2009-30th 
September 2010.  Anyone who has not yet paid should send payment to the Membership Secretary as 
soon as possible.  Cheques payable to "Kendal-Rinteln Association".  Under our Constitution, only 
paid up members can take part in trips organised by the Association.

Peter Corrie, Membership Secretary
109 Serpentine Road

Kendal LA9 4PD



A group of thirteen, three staff and ten 
service users visited Rinteln Lebenshilfe 

leaving Saturday 5th September and returning on 
Sunday 13th.  We travelled to and from 
Newcastle by WOSP minibus making an 
overnight crossing and were met by Lebenshilfe 
minibuses for the European part of the journey. 
On the boat journeys 
we danced at the disco 
and even went to the 
cinema.

At the Lebenshilfe we 
slept in a wing of the 
old military hospital 
which looked like it 
had not been touched 
since the 1960's and 
spent the nights scaring 
each other with ghost 
stories and visiting the toilets in groups of no less 
than two.  We even had our own operating 
theatre and x ray rooms. 

The highlights  of the visit for the group included 
an England V Germany football match (WOSP v 
Lebenshilfe but we had to borrow a few of their 
players) which resulted in a score of 6 - 6, 
swimming in the open air pool at Obernkirchen 
and performing in a show  at the Lebenshilfe 

Open Air Concert which takes place in 
September every year.  One or two of our 
performers stole the show.

Eating ice cream in Rinteln cafes, visiting the 
Iron Mines, shopping in Hamelin, and 
Buckeburg, travelling on local buses  and a BBQ 

with the local fire brigades 
were all enjoyed too.

Most of all it was nice for 
everyone to meet up with 
friends made over the 
years.  This year Rinteln 
Lebenshilfe celebrated 10 
years of being residential 
in their current premises. 
They were previously in 
a small building in 
Rinteln centre.  For five 

of those years they have been twinning with 
WOSP.

For five of the group it was their third visit, 
another five it was their second visit and three of 
the group were visiting for the first time.  All are 
so keen to go again we will have to start drawing 
straws, and we all look forward a return visit 
from the Lebenshilfe in 2010.

The picture shows the group ouside the PGB 
(sheltered) workshops in Rinteln.

New Year in Germany

In many of the German-speaking areas the change of the year is celebrated noisily and merrily. 
Guests are invited, and groups attend a "Sylvester Ball."  There is eating, drinking, dancing and 

singing.  It may be accompanied by the popular "Sylvester" custom of Bleigiessen.  A small piece of 
lead will be melted over a flame in an old spoon and dropped into a bowl of cold water.  From the 
shape you can supposedly tell your fortune for the coming year.  At midnight, when the old year is 
almost gone and the new year is about to start, glasses are filled with champagne or wine, and toasts 
and hugs go with wishing each other "ein gutes neues Jahr".  Some go out into the streets and listen to 
the bells ringing throughout the land.  Others participate in shooting in the New Year, or put on their 
private fireworks.

“The same procedure as every year, James.”  This English line has become a familiar catchphrase in 
the German-speaking world.  It’s part of an annual German custom that began in 1963 when German 
TV first broadcast a 14-minute British stage sketch entitled “Dinner for One.”  This short British 

WHINFELL OFFICE SKILLS PROJECT
Visit to Rinteln, September 2009

The visit of WOSP to Rinteln in September was a great success.  Here Liz Cook describes their latest 
adventures.  



Diary 2010

May 6th-9th Open trip to Rinteln Maifest

May - A small contingent from Rinteln will attend the Mayor Making ceremony at the Town Hall

Mid-July - A group of 17 nurses will visit Kendal, based at the Westmorland General,  to learn about 
how health care is delivered in England and Wales.  The Association is likely to have a social evening 
during the visit. 

September - Possible participation in Torchlight by a Rinteln Karneval group.

October 14th-18th  Provisional dates for a visit to Kendal by the Rinteln Feuerwehrkappelle (Fire 
Brigade Band)

KRA is very popular in Krakow!

Brush Up Your German

German language courses for all standards are available 
at the Deutsche Welle website 

 www.dw-world.de/germancourses 

cabaret sketch from the 1920s has become a German New Year's tradition.  Yet, although "The 90th 
Birthday or Dinner for One" is a famous cult classic in Germany and several other European 
countries, it is virtually unknown in the English-speaking world, including Britain, its birthplace.

Although newer versions have been produced (including a 
Plattdeutsch radio version and CD versions in other dialects), 
every year around Sylvester (New Year's Eve), German television 
broadcasts the classic, black-and-white English-language version 
filmed back in 1963 in Hamburg.  All across Germany, from the 
31st of December to January 1st, Germans know it's the beginning 
of a new year when they watch this annual event.

The complete video can be seen on YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAUFMWaAb5M&NR=1 
(or search for "Dinner for One")

www.kendal-rinteln.co.uk

Contacts

Position      

Chair - Richard Pealing      

Secretary - Frances Corrie  

Membership - Peter Corrie  

Treasurer - Stuart Bell  

email    

chair@kendal-rinteln.co.uk

secretary@kendal-rinteln.co.uk

members@kendal-rinteln.co.uk

treasurer@kendalrinteln.co.uk  

telephone      

01539 727304

01539 725857

01539 725857

01539 730477



Rinteln Trip  6th-9th May 2010
I/We would like to register interest in taking part in the visit to the Maifest 2010.

Name(s)

Address

Telephone

email

Send to John Handley, 8 Castle Green Lane, Kendal LA9 6AS  by 29th January at the latest.




